
The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 26, 2023                 9:00 a.m. 

+ Indicates those times when all who are able may stand. 
Bold indicates congregational response. 

 

Ringing of the Bell 
 

Pastor’s Welcome 
 

Prelude        “At the Cross”       Sewell  
 

Call to Worship 
Breath of Life, you animate us. 
We come before you seeking revival from within. 
Holy One, when you speak, great things happen. 
Empower us to make great things happen. 
Matchless One, you bring good things to life. 
We desire to bring good things to life too. 

 

Gathering Prayer 
Let us pray: 
Life Giver, come and revive us again. Indwell us with your spirit and let 
our souls awake to joy. We come boldly that you might breathe on us. 
May what we experience with you today change us forever and for 
the better. Amen.  

 

First Reading of Scripture           John 11:1-45 CEB 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church…   
Thanks be to God! 

 

+ Opening Hymn No. 255  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 
 

 
Call to Confession  
Prayer of Confession 

Mender of Hearts, we confess that sometimes in our brokenness, we 
cause brokenness in others. Sometimes in our woundedness, we 
wound others. In these despairing moments, we need healing and 
restoration. We give thanks that we are never beyond your reach or 
grace. Amen. 

Silent Prayer 
Assurance of Grace 

God’s mercy makes wholeness possible and our wholeness is rooted in 
becoming who we are meant to be, living sanctuaries.  
Praise be to God! Amen. 

 

Announcements 
 

Giving from Our Hearts  
It is the generosity of the friends and members of this church which supports 

this ministry. Over 95% of our budget is directly supported through our 
offering. While the ministry at Zion is sustained by more than dollars and 

cents, the monetary giving is vital to the work we do. We give thanks for all 
who have supported Zion over the years. For those contributing financially: 

There is an offering plate just outside the sanctuary or you can donate 
online through the online giving button at zionunion.org. 

 

+ Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

+ Prayer of Dedication  
   Divine Sustainer, receive this offering that we gladly give. May it be 

used to revive and restore those in need. Amen. 
 

 



Second Reading of Scripture      Ezekiel 37:1-14 CEB 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church…   
Thanks be to God! 
 

Special Music    “My Savior and My God”              Althouse 

Kirk Hancox, soloist 

 

Sermon 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Prayer of Our Savior 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

+ Closing Hymn No. 257  “What Wondrous Love is This”  
 

+ Benediction 
 

+ Postlude          “Postlude In C”    Hughes 

_________________ 
   
Today’s liturgy was written by Rev. Teña T. Nock, Associate Pastor of Digital Ministry, First 
United Church of Tampa, United Church of Christ. https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/lent-5a-
march-26/ 
___________________ 
 

Zion United Church of Christ, 115 S. Washington Ave., Union, MO 63084-1849 
Home Page address is: www.zionunion.org 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday–8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. (closed Tuesdays) 
Church Office:  (636/583-2814) fax (636/583-7949) 

Pastor: Rev. Nicholas Knoblauch                    Administrative Assistant: Connie Thompson 
Minister to Youth & Families: Alysha Petry        Coordinator of Elementary Youth:  Mandy Frick 
Organist: Brenda Herring                        Council President: Jane Wilson 
Music Director:  Dr. Karen Stafford  

We commit ourselves… 
     to worship God  

          to form faithful followers of Jesus 
               and to care for our wider community.   

We care as Christ cares. 
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