
The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
February 5, 2023                 9:00 a.m. 

+ Indicates those times when all who are able may stand. 
Bold indicates congregational response. 

 

Ringing of the Bell 
 

Pastor’s Welcome 
 

Prelude    “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”        Price 

 

Call to Worship (Inspired by Psalm 112) 
Praise the Holy One! Be in awe of God! 
Happy are those who delight in the Holy One’s presence! 
Fear no evil. Keep your heart firm. Be secure in God! 
Happy are those who delight in the Holy One’s protection! 
Arise for what is right. Be pursuers of justice. 
Happy are those who delight in the Holy One’s power! 

 

Gathering Prayer 
Let us pray:  
Sovereign God, we gather as a community to worship you in spirit and 
in truth. May we resist empty actions. Let our rituals and routines hold 
meaning and connect us to you. May we seek an encounter with you 
to receive your revelation and be transformed, healed, and renewed. 
Let it be so. Amen. 

 

First Reading of Scripture      Isaiah 58: 1-12 NRSV 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church…   
Thanks be to God! 
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+ Opening Hymn No. 655          “Come Away from Rush and Hurry” 
 

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession 
Righteous One, it is not easy to follow your path. Your way requires 
sacrifice and intention–resisting cultural norms and societal pressures 
and abandoning our need to control and to function from our own 
power. Sometimes, we add complexity in order to assure ourselves it is 
not possible to be faithful. Yet, your way is simple. Soften our hearts 
and encourage us to return to the journey with you. 

Silent Prayer 
Assurance of Grace 

God, who is faithful, can redeem our detours and misdirections on the 
journey for our good and the good of others. God’s invitation to 
covenantal life has no expiration date, and the Holy One receives us 
with joy and grace when we take even a step toward the kin-dom. Your 
sins are forgiven!  
Praise be to God. Amen.  

 

Announcements 
 

Giving from Our Hearts  
It is the generosity of the friends and members of this church which supports 

this ministry. Over 95% of our budget is directly supported through our 
offering. While the ministry at Zion is sustained by more than dollars and 

cents, the monetary giving is vital to the work we do. We give thanks for all 
who have supported Zion over the years. For those contributing financially: 

There is an offering plate just outside the sanctuary or you can donate 
online through the online giving button at zionunion.org. 

 

+ Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; 

praise God above, ye heavenly host: praise Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
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+ Prayer of Dedication 
God of Heaven and Earth, receive our gifts as a deposit of trust in your 
faithfulness and a seed of hope for the flourishing of your kin-dom. 
Amen. 

 

Second Reading of Scripture             Matthew 5:13-20 CEB 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church…   
Thanks be to God! 

 

Anthem                          “Amen, Amen” 
Chancel Choir + Liz Pace, soloist 

(Please join the choir in the Response as we sing this joyous spiritual!   

You can find the song on page 249 in the hymnal.) 

 

Sermon   
 

Pastoral Prayer and  
The Prayer of Our Savior  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Preparation No. 695         “As We Gather at Your Table” 
 

An Affirmation of Faith (From the New Zealand Prayer Book) 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all 

that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in 
whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! The way 
of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! Your heavenly 
will be done by all created beings! Your commonwealth of peace and 
freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. With the bread we need 

for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. From trials too great to 
endure, spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign 
in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Holy Communion 

Invitation 
 

Remembrance 
 

Invocation 
Let us pray,  
Gracious God, we ask you to bless this bread and cup and all of us with 
the outpouring of your Holy Spirit. Through this meal, make us the 
body of Christ, the church, your servant people, that we may be salt, 
and light, and leaven for the furtherance of your will in all the world. 

 

Breaking of The Bread & Pouring of The Cup 
 

+ Sharing of the Elements 
The Lord’s Table is open to all. Today, we will come forward, through the center aisle, where Rev 
Nicholas will place a piece of bread in your hand. (Gluten free wafers are available) Communion 
stewards next to pastor will be holding trays containing both white grape juice, and red wine. 

You may return to your seat by the side aisle. Additionally, communion stewards will make their 
way through the sanctuary offering communion for those unable to come forward.  

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 Eternal God, you have called your people from east and west and 
north south to feast at the table of Jesus Christ. We thank you for 
Christ's presence and for the spiritual food of Christ's body and blood. 
By your Holy Spirit, keep us faithful to your will. Go with us to the 
street our homes, and to our places of labor and leisure that whether 
we are gathered or scattered, we may be the servant church of the 
servant Chris whose name we rejoice to pray. Amen. 
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+ Closing Hymn No. 425   “Christ Beside Me” 
 

+ Benediction 
 

Postlude    “Praise Ye the Father”                Gounod 

________________________________ 
 

Today’s liturgy was written by The Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay, Minister for Worship and 
Theology, United Church of Christ. UCC.org. Communion Liturgy  
________________________________ 

Zion United Church of Christ, 115 S. Washington Ave., Union, MO 63084-1849 
Home Page address is: www.zionunion.org 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday–8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. (closed Tuesdays) 
Church Office:  (636/583-2814) fax (636/583-7949) 

 

Pastor: Rev. Nicholas Knoblauch                    Administrative Assistant: Connie Thompson 
Minister to Youth & Families: Alysha Petry        Coordinator of Elementary Youth:  Mandy Frick 
Organist: Brenda Herring                        Council President: Jane Wilson 
Music Director:  Dr. Karen Stafford            Church Custodian:  Sarah Buscher 
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We commit ourselves… 
     to worship God  

          to form faithful followers of Jesus 
               and to care for our wider community.   

We care as Christ cares. 
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