
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 22, 2022                  9:00 a.m. 

+ Indicates those times when all who are able may stand. 
Bold indicates congregational response. 

 

Ringing of The Bell 
 

Pastor’s Welcome 
 

Prelude     “On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand”    Mason 

 

Call to Worship (Inspired by Psalm 148) 
Celebrate our God, from the plains to the mountains! 
Celebrate our God, from the waters and hills. 
Sing to our God who designed creation. 
Fill the air with song to the One who painted the world with love. 
Let us praise our God, the author of grace. 
Let us worship our God, the composer of joy. 

 

Gathering Prayer 
Let us pray,  
Spirit of Joy, basking in your presence, we dance in the knowledge 
that your presence dwells with us. We celebrate your name, your 
grace, your love in this space with our siblings. We proclaim our 
excitement that we, together, can glorify your name through sharing 
your love. May this minute be the start of a new chapter of our love 
for you and our love for our neighbors. Amen. 

 

First Reading of Scripture                Psalm 67 CEB 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church…   
Thanks be to God! 

 

+ Opening Hymn No. 68  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
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Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession 

God of Awe and Harmony, we were given the great commandment to 
love one another the way you, the Christ, the Spirit loves us.  
And yet, the way we love becomes conditional. What events have 
distorted our view of Divine Love? How can we return to a simple but 
radical way of loving?  
Transform our hearts as we work to understand one another, creating 
an earth which reflects God’s heaven. Amen. 

Silent Prayer 
Assurance of Grace 

The Spirit of God heals our hearts, blessing us with grace as the Divine 
One works to transform our world into a realm of peace and joy. Amen. 

 Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism  
Invitation 
Questions of the Candidates 
Affirmation of Faith 

Let us unite with the church in all times and places in confessing our 
faith in the triune God. Do you believe in God? 

 We believe in God. 
 Do you believe in Christ Jesus? 
 We believe in Christ Jesus? 
 Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?   
 We believe in the Holy Spirit.  
 

Prayers of the Congregation  
   Let us pray,  
   Almighty God, who in baptism received these your servants into the 

church, forgave their sins and promised them eternal life, increase in 
them the gifts of your Holy Spirit. Grant love for others, joy in serving 
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you, peace in disagreement, patience in suffering, kindness toward all 
people, goodness in evil times, faithfulness in temptation, gentleness 
in the face of opposition, self-control in all things. Thereby strengthen 
them for their ministry in the world; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

 

Act of Confirmation 
 

Prayer of Confirmation  
Let us pray,  
We rejoice, O merciful God, with these people in the gift of the Spirit’s 
power to awaken us to new truth and to inspire us to venture into 
fullness of life. We give you thanks that they have been moved to 
affirm their baptism. Help them to live not for themselves but for 
Christ and those whom Christ loves. Keep them steady and abounding 
in hope, never giving up, pressing toward the goal of life with you in 
Jesus Christ. Amen.  

Address and Welcome 
By your baptism you were made one with us in the body of Christ, the 
church. Today we rejoice in your pilgrimage of faith which has brought 
you to this time and place. We celebrate your presence in this 
household of faith. Let us, the members of Zion United Church of 
Christ, express our welcome and affirm our mutual ministry in Christ. 
We promise you our continued friendship and prayers as we share the 
hopes and labors of the church of Jesus Christ. By the power of the 
Holy Spirit may we continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and 
love and be witness of our risen savior.  
In the name of Jesus Christ, and on behalf of Zion United Church of 
Christ, we extend to you the hand of Christian love. Please receive 
these gifts and remember, that no matter where your journey of life 
and faith may take you, we pray that you will know that God loves you, 
and so do we. 
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Prayer   
Let us pray once more.  
O God, we praise you for calling us to faith and for gathering us into 
the church, the body of Christ. We thank you for your people gathered 
in this local church and rejoice that you have increased our community 
of faith. Together may we live in the Spirit, building one another up in 
love, sharing in the life and worship of the church, and serving the 
world for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

Announcements  
 

Giving From Our Hearts 
It is the generosity of the friends and members of this church which supports 

this ministry. Over 95% of our budget is directly supported through our 
offering. While the ministry at Zion is sustained by more than dollars and 

cents, the monetary giving is vital to the work we do. We give thanks for all 
who have supported Zion over the years. For those contributing financially: 

There is an offering plate just outside the sanctuary or you can donate online 
through the online giving button at zionunion.org. 

 

+ Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

+ Prayer of Dedication 
Loving God, Holy Vessel of Kindness, we glorify you by sharing our 
gifts of love with this community. We celebrate your presence by 
caring for your creation. May these offerings today nourish a world 
craving more love, peace, justice, and hope. Amen. 

 
Second Reading of Scripture           Selections from Revelation 15-20 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church…   
Thanks be to God! 
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Anthem          “Thanks Be to God”               arr. Curry 

Chancel Choir 
 

Sermon    “The Work of the People” 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Prayer of Our Savior 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

+ Closing Hymn No. 66  “To God Be the Glory” 
 

+ Benediction 
 

Postlude   “How Excellent Is Thy Name”   Tunney 

____________________________ 
 
Today’s liturgy was written by Rev. Michelle L. Torigian, and Confirmation liturgy comes from 
the UCC Book of Worship both are used with permission by Justice and Local Church 
Ministries, Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, 
Cleveland, OH  44115-1100. Part of the Confirmation Opening comes from Speak it Plain 
written by Meta Herrick Carlson and used with permission.  
_____________________________ 
 

Zion United Church of Christ, 115 S. Washington Ave., Union, MO 63084-1849 
Home Page address is: www.zionunion.org 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday–8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. (closed Tuesdays) 
Church Office:  (636/583-2814) fax (636/583-7949) 

 

Pastor: Rev. Nicholas Knoblauch                    Administrative Assistant: Connie Thompson 
Minister to Youth & Families: Alysha Petry        Coordinator of Elementary Youth:  Mandy Frick 
Organist: Brenda Herring                        Council President: Jane Wilson 
Music Director:  Dr. Karen Stafford Church Custodian:  Sarah Buscher 
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We commit ourselves… 
     to worship God  

          to form faithful followers of Jesus 
               and to care for our wider community.   

We care as Christ cares. 
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