Pentecost Sunday
May 23, 2021

9:00 a.m.
+ Indicates those times where all who are able may stand.
Bold indicates congregational response.

Ringing of the Bell
Pastor’s Welcome
Prelude

“Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”

Hayes

Call to Worship
Here we gather for prayer and scripture, seeking comfort and hope,
seeking to be inspired as well as challenged.
Here we gather to retell the ancient tales and wonder how God’s
story continues to unfold.
Today we tell the story of Pentecost, the story of the Holy Spirit
rushing in like a wild wind and dancing like flames upon each of the
disciples,
And we ask ourselves where we see the Holy Spirit present in our
world today.
Today we tell a story of the Holy Spirit igniting hope again. We will
hear Peter claim his identity, tell his story, and inspire others to see
the Holy at work in the world.
And we will ask ourselves if we are ready to share our own stories.
Friends, welcome. Welcome to this place with all questions, doubts,
wonders, and find here an invitation to experience something ancient
and something new. May we be open to the Spirit. May we be open to
learning and learning from one another. May we grow in faith, hope,
and love.
Amen.

Gathering Prayer
Let us pray:
Come, Holy Spirit come. Just as you moved over the waters of
creation, move across our lives. Breath of Life, fill us with your
spirit. Bring forth your blessing of faith, hope, and love. Just as our
ancestors yearned for your Spirit, we pray for your continued
presence in your church, here and everywhere, Amen.
First Reading of Scripture
Romans 8:22-27 (Common English Bible)
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church…
Thanks be to God!
Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Spirit of God, our prayers often ask You to be present in our lives
and in our world. But we confess that we are terrified that You
might actually show up. We confess, dear Spirit, we are afraid You
will call us to move outside our comfort zones. We are afraid You
will kindle a passion within us we will be unable to ignore. We are
afraid that You will rearrange our lives beyond recognition. Forgive
us for the fears that have been holding us back from inviting You
truly into our lives…
Silent Prayer
Assurance of Grace
Beloved people of God, find comfort in the news that the Spirit of
God may be a formidable force, but She moves alongside people and
equips those who are open to the work ahead. Beloveds, do not be
afraid. Your sins are forgiven. Remain curious. Be open to the
surprise. Celebrate that God is indeed about to do a new thing with
you.
Thanks be to God, Amen.

Second Reading of Scripture
Acts 2:1-21 (Common English Bible)
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church…
Thanks be to God!
Special Music
Sermon

“Drumming”

We commit ourselves…
to worship God
to form faithful followers of Jesus
and to care for our wider community.
We care as Christ cares.

“it’s only nine o’clock in the morning!”

Pastoral Prayer
The Prayer of Our Savior
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

Announcements
Giving From Our Hearts
Prayer of Dedication
Gracious Spirit, we return a portion of our gifts to you. Bless these
gifts that they might be a blessing to the world. Continue to bless
and guide us in all we do for the furthering of your beloved
community. In your name we pray, Amen.
Closing Music

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”

The closing music is sung in loving memory of Gilbert W. Kroeter.

Benediction
Postlude

“Postlude on ‘Azmon’”

Phillips

__________________________________

Today’s Call to Worship, and Confession Liturgy were written by Rev. Ellis Arnold and used
and adapted with permission from the Justice and Local Church Ministries, Faith INFO
Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115-1100.
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